School Attendence – Information note for parents/guardians.

There is no absolute legal obligation on children to attend school nor on their parents to send them to school. However, the state is required to ensure that every child gets a certain minimum education. The legislation governing school attendance is the Education (Welfare) Act 2000.


1. The Child & Family Agency (TUSLA)
The Child and Family Agency, TUSLA is responsible for ensuring that each child aged between six and 16 attends a recognised school or receives a certain minimum education. The Agency's emphasis is on helping schools, families and children, rather than imposing penalties for non-attendance at school.  It employs educational welfare officers at local level throughout the country to provide support and advice to parents and schools and to follow up on absences from school.
2. Responsibilities of Schools

[image: https://www.schooldays.ie/schooldays.nsf/0e84b24256107d1880257232006f7b06/6797520ae2a731a8802582780055d977/Body/6.4998!OpenElement&FieldElemFormat=jpg]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Schools are obliged to keep a register of the students attending the school. They must also maintain attendance records for all students and inform the Child and Family Agency's educational welfare services if a child is absent for more than 20 days in a school year. The principal must also inform the Child and Family Agency's educational welfare services if, in his/her view, a student has an attendance problem (see section 5).


3. School Attendance Strategy
The Board of Management in each school is obliged to prepare a school attendance strategy and submit it to the Agency.
The statement will provide for
· The rewarding of students who have good attendance records
· The identification of students who are at risk of dropping out at an early stage
· The establishment of closer contacts between the school and the families concerned
· The co-ordination with other schools of programmes aimed at promoting good behaviour and encouraging attendance
· The identification of aspects of the operation and management of the school and of the curriculum that may contribute to truancy and the removal of those aspects in so far as they are not necessary for the proper running of the school.
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4. Responsibilities of parents
Under the Act parents must inform the school if their children will be absent from school on a school day and the reason for the absence. It is best to do this using the Aladdin communications system. The Child and Family Agency strongly advises against taking children out of school to go on holiday during term-time. Parents and guardians have a legal obligation to ensure that their child attends a school or otherwise receives an education.

The leaflet for parent Don't let your child miss out is available in 18 languages.


5. Pupil Absence alerts – how it works at St. Oliver Plunkett N.S.

Student Absence Reports: Like other Primary Schools, we are required to make two reports annually. All students who exceed 20 days cumulative absence must be included in the absence report. The report for period 1 covers from the first day of the new school year until 31st Dec. The report for period 2 covers from Jan 1st to the end of the school year.
Attendance Referrals: Attendance referrals to Tusla EWS occur, where the Principal has a concern in relation to a pupil’s non-attendance at school.

At St Oliver Plunkett NS, we use a text alert service to notify parents of absences at 10, 18 and 20 days. We have recently added 15 days also.

Should you have any concerns or questions around attendance, do not hesitate to contact myself or the admin team at 042- 9321598 or office@blackrockns.ie

Catherine Dempsey
Principal
20th February 2023
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